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704 KAR 3:305, MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION APPROVED 
 
Changes to the minimum requirements for high school graduation were given final 
approval at the February meeting.  These revised requirements will take effect with the 
graduating class of 2012. 
 
Below is a summary of the new requirements: 
 

• Language Arts:  4 credits (English I, II, III, IV) to include the content strands of 
reading, writing, speaking, listening, observing, inquiry, conventions, analysis, 
and using technology as a communication tool 

 
• Social Studies:  3 credits to include the content strands of historical perspective, 

including US History, geography, economics, government and civics, and cultures 
and societies 

 
• Mathematics:  3 credits to include the content strands of number property and 

operation, measurement, geometry, data analysis and probability, and algebraic 
thinking and including the following minimum requirements: 

o One mathematics course taken each year of high school 
o Required courses shall include Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II.  An 

integrated, applied, interdisciplinary or technical/occupational course that 
prepares a student for a career path based on the student’s Individual 
Learning Plan may be substituted for a traditional Algebra I, Geometry, or 
Algebra II course on an individual student basis 

 
 



o Prealgebra shall not be counted as one of the three required mathematics 
credits for graduation, but may be counted as an elective 

 
• Science:  3 credits to incorporate lab-based scientific investigation experiences 

and includes the content strands  of biological science, physical science, earth and 
space science, and unifying concepts 

 
• Health:  ½ credit to include the content strands of individual well-being, consumer 

decision, personal wellness, mental wellness, and community services 
 

• Physical education:  ½ credit to include the content strands of personal wellness, 
psychomotor, and lifetime activity 

 
• History and appreciation of visual and performing arts (or another arts course 

which incorporates this content):  1 credit to include the content strands of arts, 
dance, music, theatre, and visual arts or a standards-based specialized arts course 
based on the student’s Individual Learning Plan 

 
• Academic and career interest standards-based learning experiences:  7 credits 

including 4 standards-based learning experiences in an academic or career interest 
based on the student’s Individual Learning Plan 

 
• Technology:  Demonstrated competency 

 
(Note:  Changes were also made in the regulation’s language to clarify the appropriate 
development and implementation of the Individual Learning Plan.) 
 
An additional change was a revision to the awarding of a certificate of attendance for an 
exceptional student whose disability precludes a course of study leading to receipt of a 
diploma.  Such a student would now receive a certificate of work readiness and 
employability related to an alternative course of study. 
 
For more information on this item, contact Michael Miller at (502) 564-2106 or via email 
at Michael.Miller@education.ky.gov. 
 
BOARD APPROVES 702 KAR 7:125, PUPIL ATTENDANCE 
 
Final approval to 702 KAR 7:125, Pupil attendance was given at the February meeting.  
The amendments will allow schools to count students in attendance who are participating 
in performance-based credit experiences and thus, generate SEEK funds. 
 
In addition, a provision was added to the regulation to allow districts to receive full-day 
funding for students who are not six by October 1 but whose developmentally appropriate 
placement would best be served in the second level (first grade) of the primary program.  
This can only occur, however, if a student meets certain criteria specified in the 
regulation, is recommended for this placement to the Department of Education by local 
board approval, and is approved for the placement by the Department of Education. 

 2

mailto:Michael.Miller@education.ky.gov


 
For more information on the performance-based credit element, contact Linda Pittenger 
at (502) 564-4772 or via email at Linda.Pittenger@education.ky.gov. 
 
For information on the provision allowing full-funding of students who are not six by 
October 1 when placed in the second level of the primary program, contact Kim Townley 
at (502) 564-8341 or via email at Kim.Townley@education.ky.gov. 
 
FIRST REVIEW OF PROGRAM OF STUDIES REVISIONS OCCUR 
 
Changes to the minimum high school graduation requirements and adjustments to the 
Core Content for Assessment have necessitated changes to the Program of Studies. The 
Program of Studies outlines the minimum content standards required for all students for 
the required credits for high school graduation and the content standards for primary, 
intermediate and middle level programs that lead up to the high school requirements. 
 
At its February meeting, drafts from the areas of science, social studies and high school 
reading were reviewed and discussed.  The discussion was led by Karin Hess of the 
Center for Assessment, a national not-for-profit organization that is assisting the 
Department to accomplish this work under a very short timeline.  It is anticipated that the 
Program of Studies will come back to the Board for final approval at its April 11-12 
meeting. 
 
For more information on this item, contact Michael Miller at (502) 564-2106 or via email 
at Michael.Miller@education.ky.gov. 
 
703 KAR 5:010, WRITING PORTFOLIO PROCEDURES REVIEWED 
 
Due to design changes in the Kentucky Writing Portfolio, concerns from the field and 
instructional concerns of the Board, it became necessary to revise the language in 703 
KAR 5:010, which governs writing portfolio procedures.  The revisions are based on 
previous discussions with the Board regarding more direction on reduction of time spent 
on the portfolio and relative to finalizing the Administration Guidelines for Writing. 
 
Changes to the regulation include: 
 
Section 1.  Appropriate Use of Time – A new Section 1 was written to establish a 
stronger focus on the appropriate use of time.  New language makes clear that practices to 
reduce teacher and student time in preparing the portfolio are to be implemented, the 
amount of time spent on a single portfolio entry and the number of revisions of a single 
entry are to be limited, development of portfolio entries shall support the learning of 
content, and practices that use time efficiently shall be implemented. 
 
Section 2. School and District Writing Programs – Establishes the framework for school 
and district writing programs including requirements for (1) working folders and the 
transition of the pieces in these folders from one grade level to the next; (2) the writing 
cluster leaders to be teacher leaders with experience in writing instruction and not be 
intern teachers; (3) professional development access and opportunity for teachers across 
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the curriculum and grade levels; and (4) the school council’s allocation of resources and 
use of resources in the school (e.g., extended school services, technology, staffing, etc.). 
 
Section 3. Writing Instruction – Establishes that writing tasks are to be linked to real-
world situations and writing styles and evolve out of the standards-based units of 
instruction.  It requires that instruction include content area reading representing the 
kinds of writing students are asked to include in their portfolio and that time is provided 
within the classroom instructional time for development of writing.  It limits the 
development of writing pieces at home. This section also provides clarification on 
conferencing by requiring teachers to use individual, small group and/or large group 
conferencing sessions rather than an implied one-on-one conferencing session, focusing 
conferencing and limiting the conferencing on one or two areas of need.  It includes 
provisions that conferencing partners shall not take ownership of a student’s writing or 
require an arbitrary number of revisions.  Provisions are included to allow students to use 
word processing in the development of their writing pieces or submit pieces for the 
portfolio in their own handwriting; however, the school media centers are not to be 
restricted to the development of writing portfolios. 
 
Section 4. Portfolio Design and Scoring – Changes the number of the portfolio pieces for 
each grade level to align with the 2007 assessment design approved by the Kentucky 
Board of Education and requires schools and districts to implement procedures for 
scoring student portfolios. 
 
The regulation will come back for final approval to the April 11-12 meeting. 
 
For more information on this item, contact Starr Lewis at (502) 564-9850 or via email at 
Starr.Lewis@education.ky.gov or Cherry Boyles at (502) 564-2106 or via email at 
Cherry.Boyles@education.ky.gov. 
 
OTHER ITEMS APPROVED AT THE FEBRUARY MEETING WERE: 
 

• Minutes from the December 7-8, 2005, regular meeting and January 4, 2006, 
regular meeting 

• 2005-2006 Local District Tax Rates Levied 
• 2005-06 Local District Working Budgets 
• District facility plans for Anchorage, Corbin and Science Hill Independents 
• District facility plan amendments for Boone County and Walton-Verona 

Independent 
• 702 KAR 7:065, Designation of Agent to Manage High School Interscholastic 

Athletics (Final) 
• 703 KAR 5:140, Requirements for school and district report cards (Final) 
• Waiver of 703 KAR 5:020, Affecting Grade Configurations for Pike County 
• Letter directing KHSAA to reconvene the Task Force on Proposals 3 and 20 for 

the purpose of making recommendations to the Board of Control on resolution of 
these issues and then the Board of Control forwarding its recommendations to the 
Kentucky Board of Education by its April meeting 

• Cancellation of KBE’s March 8, 2006, meeting 
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OTHER ITEMS DISCUSSED WITH NO ACTION TAKEN WERE: 
 

• KDE Employment Report 
• Annual report from Kentucky Educational Collaborative for State Agency 

Children (KECSAC) 
• 704 KAR 3:520, Mathematics Achievement Fund and 704 KAR 3:490, Teacher’s 

Professional Growth Fund 
• Kentucky School for the Blind and Kentucky School for the Deaf Update 
• Hearing Officer’s Report 
• Update on Assessment Contract 

 
KBE MEETING DATES 2006 
 
2006    Type of Meeting    Location 
 
April 11-12, 2006  Regular meeting    Lexington, KHSAA 
May 10-11, 2006  KBE retreat and strategic plan discussion Natural Bridge 
          State Park, 
          Slade, KY 
June 13-14, 2006  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
July 5, 2006   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
August 2-3, 2006  Regular meeting and commissioner's  Frankfort 

   evaluation      
September 6, 2006  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
October 4-5, 2006  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
November 1, 2006  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
December 6-7, 2006  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
 
 

PROPOSED KBE MEETING DATES 2007 
 
2007    Type of Meeting    Location 
 
January 10, 2007  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
February 7-8, 2007  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
March 7, 2007   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
April 4-5, 2007  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
May 9-10, 2007  KBE retreat and strategic plan discussion *TBD 
June 13-14, 2007  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
July 11, 2007   Regular meeting    Frankfort 
August 8-9, 2007  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
 
*TBD – To be determined 
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September 5, 2007  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
October 3-4, 2007  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
November 14, 2007  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
December 6-7, 2007  Regular meeting    Frankfort 
 
 
For more information on the meeting dates, contact Mary Ann Miller at 502-564-3141 or 
via email at MaryAnn.Miller@education.ky.gov or Susan Palmer at 502-564-3141 or via 
email at Susan.Palmer@eduction.ky.gov. 
 
The actions described above were taken in open session of the Kentucky Board of Education at 
the February 1-2, 2006, regular meeting conducted in the State Board Room, Capital Plaza 
Tower, 1st Floor, Frankfort, Kentucky.  This information is provided in summary form, and an 
official record of the meeting is available on tape in the permanent records of the Kentucky 
Board of Education, First Floor, Capital Plaza Tower, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.  These 
records are open for inspection Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
For additional information about the Kentucky Board of Education meetings, agendas, 
minutes or special accommodations needed for attending meetings, contact Mary Ann Miller, 
Policy Advisor at (502) 564-3141. 
 
The Kentucky Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of services. 
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